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July 21, 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Staff, 

 

I hope this communication finds you well and that you are finding some time to relax this summer! 

 

Every school system in Connecticut is required to submit a Reopening Plan to the Connecticut State 

Department of Education by Friday, July 24th.  Our reopening plan will be submitted, and we anticipate 

making further changes to this working draft as we continue to respond to changing health data and 

information.  We are waiting for local health and emergency management officials to complete their 

review of the draft plan before sending it out to staff and families on Friday.  I want to thank all of the 

students and families who completed surveys as that information informed our thinking. I would also 

like to thank the 60 plus staff members who served on our Reopening Plan Committee.  As required by 

the Connecticut State Department of Education, the plan includes three prescribed models: In-school 

Learning, Hybrid Learning, and Distance Learning.   

 

Tomorrow evening, I will be sharing an overview of the plan with the Board of Education along with a 

revised school calendar.  The school calendar must be revised because the State Board of Education 

voted last week to add three more professional development days to the beginning of the school year for 

training and planning.  This change will now make the student school year be 177 days instead of the 

typical 180 days.  Bolton’s Draft Reopening Plan and revised will be shared in full with all staff and 

families on Friday via School Messenger and will be posted on the district website.  For more 

information regarding the Board of Education meeting, how to provide public comment, or to read the 

overview of the draft plan and view the proposed revised school calendar please go to the link at Board 

of Education Meetings and select the links under July 22, 2020.  

 

In early to mid-August, Governor Lamont has stated that careful analysis of public health data will 

drive the final determination regarding which model districts will implement when reopening for the 

2020-2021 school year.  We anticipate additional communications on this topic from the Office of the 

Governor and the Commissioner of Education.  We will share information as it becomes available and 

host opportunities for parents to learn more about our plans at various grade levels via Zoom or another 

interactive platform after the decision is made by Governor Lamont.  

 

We certainly live in unprecedented times and public schools are in unchartered waters.  While we know 

that school will look different in the fall, we are excited about prospect of our students returning.  We 

are committed to a reopening that emphasizes safety, community building, social-emotional learning, 

and getting back to the routine of school.  We are also planning for learning and reflection on issues of 
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race and equity throughout the school year.   Finally, the success of our school district continues to be 

the direct result of the hard work of our administrators, teachers, staff, students, parents, and the 

community.  We are committed to partnering with you to ensure the success of all of our students. 

 

Stay safe and be well, 
 

Kristin B. Heckt 
 

Kristin B. Heckt 

Superintendent of Schools  

 
 


